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Lecture “Zebrafish: the vertebrate model system for the 21st Century”. 

 

The zebrafish Danio rerio is a relative newcomer as far as model systems go. A group of 

researchers led by Dr. George Streisinger at the University of Oregon started working on 

zebrafish in the 1970's. Publication of two large-scale genetic screens performed in Boston 

and Tubingen in 1996 brought it to the forefront of developmental genetics. Over the past 

25+ years, zebrafish have been used to study - and make major discoveries in - just about 

every aspect of vertebrate biology. In this lecture, I will use a diverse set of examples to 

illustrate the unique strengths of the zebrafish as a model system. 
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